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DMJ^ISA/6 July 1953 




1. The Army Security Agency has requested tint consideration be given j 

i 

to the use of the ASAMA for on-line operation in exclnnging certain COi'INT | 

i 

infoxtsation between Army and British intercept stations in Europe. Th'> 

ASAMA offers certain security advantages in these communications which are 
not now obtainable with standard teletypewriter equipment and associated 
encryption equipment. In releasing the ASAMA for Combined use, additional 
teletypewriter encryption equipments ncnr needed will become available. 

2. The ASAMA (S3JGNIN), a cipher machine for encryption of teletype- 
writer signals, was produced in limited quantities in 19^5 • By the close of 
Uorld War II, service testa only had been made on the qulpment. The 
equipment was recently re-introduced for limited joint use in the far East 

for certain specialized communications . ■ 

3. Before further consideration can be given to employment of the ASAMA 
for the purpose stated above, it will be necessary to disclose the crypto- 
principles to British communications security experts in order that they can 
wake e, security evaluation of the equipment. The ASAMA contains no novel 
eryptoprtnoiple and is similar to the ASAM2-1, a teletypewriter encryption 
equipment well known to the U.1E* and Canada. The ASAMA Is classified 
COSFIDEEJTIAL. It is not anticipated that the ASAMA will be released to 
Canada, Australia, and New Zealand unless a combined consnunications require- 
ment with any or all these countries is expressed. 

4. As prescribed in Joint Action of the Argued Forces, no joint crypto- . 

< 

graphic device or publication will be made available for Combined vise ! 

without thr approval of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
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5, Tb policy* of the $ take ^offense MUt^^gr Infcecmtioo Control 

Cooserltteti pm-At* rel&as-? of SFCRT7? Inffornsation to the U.K , , 

Ce&ftda* Av»hr&li* # and Eew Zcelwi d. 

6, Xt is recceenie rid jd ttael th . Joint. Chiefs of Staff authority the 
Plrcetce*, Hr.tional Security Aerae-py, to disclose the cryptoprleclploa of 
the ASAH»H (SISSEI) to the Cypher Policy Board* Lojr?om # for security 
evaluation and consideration for uaa In ccwaunlfcefclotto fa*? esohargn of 
certain COM**? 1 ? lafoartnetloa and otbar possible Csdblned uses? aad authorise 
release to Cat»d» e Australia* and TJ^w Zealand if Combined courjalcatlans 
reqidxtsrcAts with any or all of Ihbfls? countries, which ctai be xact by th? 

ASAK-b, aro dcwcloiKjd fftfier discussion with the Cypher Policy Board. 

\ 

7, This irsttcr has hocirt coordinated xrltb the Aral ed Starnes Security 
A«e ncy Council. 



Sept 1952 
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